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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: UN, PLOS 

SUBJECT: PRESENT INFORMAL DISCUSSIONS AMONGST GROUP OF 77 AT 
UN ON LAW OF THE SEA 

1 . MISSION OFFICER RECEIVED CALL FROM AMB. JOSE ZELAYA 
(NICARAGUA) PARTICIPANT IN G-77 MEETING WHO INDICATED 
THAT CERTAIN UNDISCLOSED MEMBERS IN THE GROUP OF 77 
PROPOSED THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE 25 OF THE 
COMMITTEE ONE INFORMAL SINGLE NEGOTIATING TEXT. 

"UPON A REQUEST TO THE PRESIDENT SUPPORTED BY 
NO LESS THAN ONE FOURTH OF THE MEMBERS OF THE 
AUTHORITY, A VOTE ON THE MATTER SHALL BE DEFERRED 
AND THE ASSEMBLY SHALL IMMEDIATELY REFER THE 
QUESTION TO THE TRIBUNAL FOR AN ADVISORY 
OPINION ON THE CONFORMITY OF THE PROPOSED 
ACTION WITH THE CONVENTION. VOTING ON SUCH 
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TRIBUNAL'S ADVISORY OPINION. HOWEVER, IF 
THE ADVISORY OPINION IS NOT RECEIVED BEFORE, 

BY, OR DURING THE LAST WEEK OF THE SESSION 
IN WHICH IT IS RECEIVED, THE ASSEMBLY MAY 
DECIDE TO VOTE ON THE QUESTION WITHOUT 
AWAITING FOR SUCH OPINION." 

2. 7, ELAY A REQUESTED THAT U.S. MAKE COMMENT WITHIN 
THE NEXT TWO DAYS ON PROPOSED AMENDMENT. MISSION 
OFFICER INFORMED ZELAYA THAT THIS ISSUE WAS COMPLEX 
AND THAT NATURALLY AN IMMEDIATE ANSWER WOULD NOT BE 
IMMEDIATELY FORTHCOMING. 
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